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Shoe Collection Guidelines for Schools
Thank you for collecting shoes on behalf of Sole Responsibility. It is the many volunteers like you that help us achieve our goal of providing those less fortunate with the basic necessity of shoes and for that we are most grateful. We have developed the following guidelines to provide our volunteers with the tools they need to run a success collection program. Please note: if you are a student under the age of 14, we recommend that a teacher or parent be involved:  
1. Criteria for collecting gently worn running and walking shoes:
· Must be in good shape and look new or almost new:  no tears, worn out soles, dirty or smelly shoes.
· Must be suitable for walking long distances and in rough terrain: no heels, winter boots, dress shoes, sandals (other than sports sandals), flip flops etc.
2. School Set Up: 

· Use bins or boxes to collect shoes. We recommend you use large garbage pails or tote bins. 
· Place printout of pdf supplied by Sole Responsibility taped to the front of the bin or next to the bin where it easily seen.

· A recommended $2 donation to accompany each pair of shoes is requested from the donor to help with shipping costs. This is explained on the printout on the bin. Beside each bin, you will need some form of coin collector (i.e. an empty jar or box) to collect donations. If in your opinion, it is not safe to leave the coin collector near the bin, simply provide instructions on or near the bin as to where money can be placed. Or you can choose to collect shoes and hold a separate fundraiser to raise the shipping fees.
3.  Packaging Shoes:
· Please sort through shoes and ensure that shoes are matched up and tied together using the laces. For shoes without laces (i.e. children’s running shoes with Velcro) a rubber-band should be used to package these together.

· Please ensure that shoes collected meet the criteria outlined above. Shoes that do not, but are in good shape (i.e. dress shoes, boots) can be donated to your local Salvation Army or Goodwill. 

· Package shoes in a cardboard box that is in good shape. Do not seal box.

4. Drop Off

· Once shoes have been packaged, please arrange for drop off by calling or e-mailing Jennifer North (contact information below). 
· The deadline for shoe collection and drop off is the first week of June.
Questions? Call Alison Wesley-James at 613-286-4225 or e-mail info@soleresponsibility.org

Sole Responsibility is a non-profit organization formed by a group of runners in Ottawa who volunteer their time to collect gently used running and walking shoes to donate to Africa. They saw an opportunity to recycle running shoes that were not old and still had miles of life left in them, but were not suitable for training. 

